State of Delaware
Child Death, Near Death and Stillbirth Commission

POLICY AND PROCEDURE

Conducting Joint Reviews with Fatal Incident Review Team

Policy:

Any case involving the death of a minor (under age 18) related to domestic violence will
be reviewed jointly by a regional child death review panel (CDR panel) of the Child
Death, Near Death and Stillbirth Commission (CDNDSC), and the Fatal Incident Review
Team (FIRT) of the Domestic Violence Coordinating Council (DVCC).

Joint reviews will be conducted in instances where the minor’s parents or guardians
were involved in an abusive relationship and the homicide or suicide of a minor is
directly related to that abuse.

Legislative Authority:

13 Del. C. §(a)

Opinion of the Attorney General, State of Delaware Department of Justice (May 6,
2005).

Procedure:

1. The CDNDSC Executive Director and DVCC Projects Coordinator will meet quarterly
to discuss potential cases, determine timing of reviews and coordinate reviews.

2. The determination that a case involves the death of a minor directly related to the
abusive relationship of the minor’s parent(s) and/or guardian(s), thereby requiring a
joint review, will be made by either DVCC or CDNDSC staff.

3. Joint reviews will be conducted only after the Office of the Attorney General has
authorized the case for review.

4. DVCC staff with the assistance of FIRT members will acquire written case
information and as accurately as possible, identify withesses and non-panel
members whose participation would be beneficial to the review of the case(s).
CDNDSC staff and CDR panel members will acquire case information from their
agencies and/or through subpoenas, and CDR panel members will complete
datasheets as needed/appropriate. CDNDSC and DVCC will coordinate
participation by witnesses/subject matter experts as needed.

5. If a CDNDSC CDR panel has already conducted a child death review on a case
requiring a joint review (e.g. expedited review), the findings and recommendations
from that review will be presented to the joint review team by CDNDSC staff.
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. Joint reviews will be conducted by one of the three CDNDSC CDR panels and the
FIRT Team combined. All joint review participants will be required to sign the
Confidentiality Agreement.

. CDNDSC staff will determine which of the three regional CDR panels will participate
in each joint review on a case by case basis. Factor to be considered involve the
following: panel that conducted the expedited review, geographic location of
child/family, death related to abuse/neglect and/or current caseload of each panel.

. Written case records, summaries and/or datasheets will be available for review, by
all joint review participants, one hour prior to the meeting. Participants providing
case information will be asked to present an oral summary of such information
during the review. Panel members may ask questions following each participant’s
oral case summary.

. Joint reviews will be facilitated by both the Chair of the CDNDSC CDR panel and the
Chair of the FIRT. Both DVCC and CDNDSC staff will provide support services for
the joint review meetings.

10.To remain consistent with the CDNDSC process, members of the CDR panel will be

asked to vote on the preventability of the death, in accordance with CDNDSC
definitions. FIRT Team members will not participate in the voting process.

11.Joint reviews will be scheduled quarterly, at a regular time and place, to be

facilitated by DVCC Project Coordinator in collaboration with the CDNDSC Executive
Director.

12.The joint review process, and any original records or records created therein, shall

be confidential and exempt from the Freedom of Information Act (Chapter, 100, Title
29)

13.Recommendations from the joint review shall be presented to both CDNDSC and

the FIRT team members for review and approval.

14.Those recommendations approved by both CDNDSC and DVCC shall be presented

in the form of a joint report. If DVCC and CDNDSC do not agree on the
recommendations, each shall issue separate recommendations in compliance with
applicable Delaware Code. In addition, CDNDSC will write a letter to the Governor if
the near death or death was due to abuse/neglect.

15. Training for all FIRT Team members and CDR panel members will be developed as

needed, implemented and funded collaboratively by DVCC and CDNDSC staff.
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